Policy for Handling Nuisance Wildlife
Purpose:


The purpose of this policy is to describe the responsibilities of Animal Control and Property owners and/or Tenants as they relate to nuisance or problem wildlife.
Definition:


Nuisance Wildlife – non-domesticated reptiles, birds and mammals the actions of which have or are endangering the life and health of humans or domestic animals; damaging property of a person, obstructing the reasonable and comfortable use of property by the owner or tenant thereof or otherwise producing such material annoyance, inconvenience, and discomfort that can reasonably be presumed to result in damage or hurt to persons or their property.
Policy:


Because of property and/or personal liability issues Animal Control will respond to nuisance wildlife that are in the living quarters of a home only. 

All other nuisance wildlife issues (ex. Animals in chimney, basement, attic, garage, shed or contained in a fireplace, etc.) are the responsibility of the property owner and/or tenant. 

Procedures:
1. Nuisance wildlife inside the living area of a home will be considered an emergency and responded as soon as possible. The animal will be captured in the safest manner possible. If no human or domestic animal contact was made (excluding bats) and the animal appears to be healthy it will be released outdoors on the premises. 

2. Any nuisance wildlife that has had direct contact with humans or domestic animals in the home will be submitted for rabies testing. All bats found inside the living area of a home will be submitted for rabies testing.

3. If the animal appears sick or injured it will be removed from the premises and either be transported to a Wildlife Rehabilitator or euthanized and disposed.
4. A Property owner and/or tenant with a nuisance wildlife issue will be given the best recommendations to help solve their problem. The following information is available.

a. A copy of the “Living with Wildlife” publication pertinent to the animal they are having a problem with will be mailed to them.

b. They will be directed to contact Southeastern Mass Wildlife District Office at 508-759-3406

Massachusetts General Law, Chapter 131, Section 37
gives property owners the right to use lawful means to destroy wildlife in the act of causing damage or threatening personal safety. The public may only address wildlife actually causing damage or posing immediate threats and may not randomly destroy wildlife as a preventative measure. IT IS ILLEGAL FOR A PROPERTY OWNER TO LIVE-TRAP A PROBLEM ANIMAL AND MOVE IT FOR RELEASE TO PUBLIC OR PRIVATE PROPERTY.
